S A N C A R L O S U N I TE D M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H

Blue Christmas Service

6:00 pm, Sunday, December 21st
MEDITATION

The tears streamed, and I let them flow freely as they would,
making of them a pillow for my heart. On them I rested.
– St. Augustine, Confessions

PRELUDE

Chris Hildebrand

GATHERING AND WELCOME
*C A L L T O W O R S H I P
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
People: on those who lived in a land of deep shadow a light has shown.
Leader: For the yoke that was weighing upon them,
People: and the burden upon their shoulders, you have broken to pieces, O God.
OPENING PRAYER
God of mercy, hear our prayer in these seasons of Advent and Christmas for ourselves and
our families who live with painful memories of loss and painful experiences here and now.
We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. We ask these
things in the name of Christ Jesus, who shares our life in joy and in
sorrow, death and
new birth, despair and promise. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
CAROL

Isaiah 40:1-9
Away in a Manger

No. 217

*P S A L M 121
Leader: I will lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
All: My help comes from God who made heaven and earth.
Leader: God will not suffer your foot to be moved. The One who keeps you will not slumber.
All: Behold, the One who keeps Israel shall not slumber or sleep.
Leader: The Holy One is your keeper. The Holy One is your shade on your right hand.
All: The sun shall not hurt you by day, nor the moon by night.
Leader: Our God shall preserve you from all evil and shall preserve your soul.
All: Our God shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth and
for evermore.
CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem

GOSPEL LESSON
V I D EO
MEDITATION
CAROL

No. 230
vs. 1,2
Matthew 1:18-24, 2:13-23

The Nativit y Story

Steele House Media

The Christmas Thread

Rev. Martha Wingfield

I Wonder as I Wander
Pat MacLean, soloist

arr. Horton

A LITANY OF REMEMBERING
Leader: This first candle we light to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We
pause to remember their names, their faces, their voices, the memories that bind
them to us in this season.
All:

May God’s eternal love surround them.
Sing verse 1 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel, page 211, followed by a time of
reflection.

Leader: This second candle we light to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of relationships,
the loss of jobs, the loss of health, the loss of hopes and dreams. We pause to
gather up the pain of the past. We offer it to God, asking that from God’s hands
we receive the gift of peace.
All: Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future.
Sing verse 2 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel, page 211, followed by a time of
reflection.
Leader: This third candle we light to think about ourselves this Christmastime. We pause
and remember these past weeks and months; the disbelief, the anger, the down
times, the poignancy of reminiscing, the hugs, kisses and handshakes of family
and friends, all those who stood with us. We give thanks for all the support we
have known.
All:

Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness.
Sing verse 3 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel, page 211, followed by a time of
reflection.

Leader: This fourth candle is lit to give light to the flicker of our faith and the gift of hope
that the Christmas story offers to us. Here we remember that God, who shares our
life, promises us a place and time where there will be no more pain and suffering.
All:

Let us remember our Savior Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, who bears the light
and shows us the way, and goes with us into all our tomorrows.
Sing verse 4 of O Come, O Come Emmanuel, page 211, followed by a time of
reflection.

ACTS OF HOPE
As music plays, you may approach the altar and light a candle of hope.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE
One: In the spirit of this season we now confidently ask God for all the things we need.
For ourselves as we participate in whatever way we can this Christmas, God, hear
our prayer…
All: and in your mercy, answer, and give us strength.
One: For our families and friends, that they may continue to help and support us, God,
hear our prayer…
All: and in your mercy, answer and give us comfort.
One: For those we have loved who have died, for all the losses that we know, that all
may find new life in your everlasting promise, God, hear our prayer…
All: and in your mercy, answer and give us hope.
One: For all our family and friends that they may know love, peace and happiness in
you, God, hear our prayer…

All: and in your mercy, answer and give us joy.
One: For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels, to come throughout the whole
world, God, hear our prayer…
All: and in your mercy, answer and give us your peace.
One: God of great compassion and love, listen to the prayers of your people. Grant to
all, especially the bereaved and troubled ones this Christmas, the blessing we ask
in the name of Christ who taught us to pray, saying Our Father…
*C A R O L

Silent Night, Holy Night

No. 239

*B E N E D I C T I O N
Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,
Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Family Christmas Eve Service: Wednesday, December 24th, 3:30 & 5:00 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Wednesday, December 24th, 6:30 & 8:00 pm
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